MINUTES FOR DISTRICT 41 MEETING HELD January 17, 2010
NOTE: Mailing Address- District 41 Treas.  P.O.  Box 7226, Villa Park, IL  60181
NOTE: Mailing Address- District 41 Answering Service, P.O. Box 6365, Villa Park, IL  60181-5318
NOTE: Mailing Address- General Service Office, Grand Central Station Box 459, New York, NY. 10163
NOTE: Mailing Address- N.I.A. Treasurer, Northern Illinois Area, Ltd., P.O. Box 3926, St. Charles, IL  60174-9084
NOTE:  NIA web site: www.aa-nia.org
PRESENT AT MEETING


Bob M., Mike O., Vince F., Al K., Art C., Jeane M., Fred S., Linda B., Jackie K., Carol M., Ed R., John S., Karol S.,  Lynn N., Robert S., Terry H.
Meeting opened at 1:00 pm with a Quiet Time, Serenity Prayer, GSR Preamble, 12 Tradition and 12TH Concept.

Basket passed for the 7th tradition.  
In the absence of a DCM, Bob M. chaired meeting.

INTRODUCTIONS: 

New GSR’s?- Vince F., Anona Sunday, 8:30 pm
Visitors?  - None
Anniversaries?- Linda B., 8 years
OFFICERS REPORTS
Secretary:  Minutes were presented and accepted.  Also sent by email for review.  Mike O. reports conversation with Judd W. of NIA regarding elections and meetings represented.
Treasurer:  Steve T. presented report.  Discussed problem with computer. Opening Balance 636.77 …Closing Balance $833.74.  Total outflow of funds $200.03.  Total Inflow of funds $397.00.  Change in position $196.97
DCM:   Position open. Alternate position open. No nominees.
 have copies of self supporting cards to bring to your groups stating the importance of the 7th ou one.th thwe MAy oblem and wiGSR REPORTS:   No reports. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

ANSWERING SERVICE:  Two volunteer sheets available …blue sheet for those interested in answering calls …purple sheet for office volunteers. Final report for 2009 presented. Need for volunteers to man phones especially on Wednesdays in the morning, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.  All shifts preferred to have at least two people.  Thus far, 156 calls have been received. Starting funds were $55.30 …AT&T bill $214.17 …Rent $250.00 (may be negotiated down to $200) ….Expenses $504.17 …contributions were $545.00, with Mohawk Group receiving the “over the top” recognition.
CORRECTIONS:  Fred …no report
LCM:   
TREATMENT:  No report.
WORKSHOP:  Jackie and Carol reported their first workshop is tentatively entitled “It’s in the Book” which would be a discussion of answers to problems which may be found in the Big Book …relationships, resentments, etc. Participants at the workshop could put questions about problems in a box and chosen questions could be reviewed to find answers which may be discussed in the Big Book. There is the potential for a 15 minute lead with an open discussion after answers are suggested.  Linda B. adds that reference materials could be presented to pinpoint where answers to problems are discussed in the Big Book. The workshop date was approved as March 20th depending on approval from Anona for use of the facilities.  A second workshop was discussed which could be tentatively titled “Where’s Your GSR/” which would focus on the various service positions open in the district and AA in general. Focus would be to encourage GSRs to attend meetings and participate at the district level.  Anona Board will be contacted to discover open dates for the workshop. 
PUBLIC INFORMATION:  Art C. suggested at the 3rd annual Senior Wellness Fair it might be considered to purchase pens with the Answering Service phone number to attendees.  National Pen Company  mailed an introductory offer of 75 pens for 39¢ each through 1000 pens for 34¢ each – with up to 4 28-character lines.  Jeane M. suggested “AA” on such pens might not be useful i.e. a stigma of sorts for people using them.  Discussion on whether purchase of pens would be advisable to assist in promotional efforts at Wellness Fairs. Vince F. suggested also that AA may not have to be listed. Purchase of pens could be considered part of the PI budget. Discussion will be continued at next meeting.
SPECIAL NEEDS:  Linda B. presented a form produced by Art which will be helpful in having AA members signed up for availability to give rides to meetings in an attempt to have a list of qualified volunteers.  The form will be studied for approval. People would be able to call and request rides and the list used to match passengers and drivers. The list would tentatively be kept at the Answering Service and the Special Needs committee. There are needs for rides to Bensenville and Wood Dale in particular.  Reminder of need for proof of insurance, valid driver’s license, and an acceptable length of sobriety.
ARCHIVES:  Al stood for the chair position and was approved.  NOTE: During this report period Al reported expenses by the treasurer Steve to fix a computer problem and Vince F. motioned that Steve had the option to ask the district to help defray expenses for the computer problem which were paid for personally by Steve.  After a brief discussion Bob presented a motion which was approved to use district budget to pay for expenses related to the computer since it is used for district work.
LITERATURE:  Bob M. suggested reading of AA literature to determine if concepts are up to date or if any wording may benefit by being changed.  The question was raised if “Beginners Kits” are still available and it was recommended they may be available from the Chicago Service Office.  Individual groups will be asked to put kits together after a follow up on where brochures can be obtained and what is available.  It was noted that different areas like different brochures and literature.
GRAPEVINE:  No report.
NEWSLETTER:  No report.
CPC:  Cold-calling reported by Jeane M. to identify Nursing/Assisted Living facilities which may be open to our involvement. Some places are more receptive than others and work continues to determine “contact persons” at such facilities.
OLD BUSINESS:  Jeane reports no new progress on Web Page development.  Art C. reports availability of some 400 directories from District 43 for the Answering Service office.  Linda B. thanks Bob M. for again chairing the meeting in absence of new DCM.
NEW BUSINESS:  New GSR manuals are available from Art C.
If you are a District 41 member and have not attended a district meeting within the last six months, chances are your name will be removed from the mailing list. 
Minutes submitted by Mike Oskroba.
The next meeting will be held Sunday, February 21, 2010 …. 1:00 P.M.  

