MINUTES FOR DISTRICT 41 MEETING HELD November 21, 2010
NOTE: Mailing Address- District 41 Treas.  P.O.  Box 7226, Villa Park, IL  60181
NOTE: Mailing Address- District 41 Answering Service, P.O. Box 6365, Villa Park, IL  60181-5318
NOTE: Mailing Address- General Service Office, Grand Central Station Box 459, New York, NY. 10163
NOTE: Mailing Address- N.I.A. Treasurer, Northern Illinois Area, Ltd., P.O. Box 3926, St. Charles, IL  60174-9084

NOTE:  NIA web site: www.aa-nia.org
PRESENT AT MEETING
:  Bob M., Ken B., John S., Mike O.,  Mike L., Eileen C., Linda B.,  John P., Walt K., Jeane M., Steve T., Karol S., Jamie C., Glad C., Antonio S.

..

Meeting opened at 1:00 pm with a Quiet Time, Serenity Prayer, GSR Preamble, 12 Tradition and 12TH Concept.

Basket passed for the 7th tradition.  
In the absence of a DCM, Bob M. chaired meeting
INTRODUCTIONS: 

New GSR’s-  Glad C., Anona East Operating Board …Antonio S., Sunshine Group …Pat, Jump Start.

Visitors?  - Todd, Alt. GSR …Les, Anona East Liaison
Anniversaries?-
OFFICERS REPORTS
Secretary:  Minutes submitted on line and hard copies were available. Approved.
DCM:   Position open. Walt K. asked for time to think about standing for the election. Tabled until next month.
 have copies of self supporting cards to bring to your groups stating the importance of the 7th ou one.th thwe MAy oblem and wiGSR REPORTS:  John reports Slow Learners Group in Addison needs more members. St. Philips, 8 pm.  Bob M. reminds everyone “Remember November” should be addressed on the individual group level.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
TREASURER:  Steve reports money is available. Brief discussion of printing of directories. Bob M. reminds groups next month is open for budget discussions and requirements. Opening Balance of $1770.17; incoming at $319.00, outflow of $115.00, closing balance of $1974.17.  Year to date …Income at $5372.23, Expenses at $4034.83.
ANSWERING SERVICE: Walt reports Art C. is back in hospital and report will follow at a later date. Request was made to remind individual groups to provide additional support.
CORRECTIONS:  No report.
LCM:   No report.
TREATMENT:  John reports New Day Center and CDH facilities are in need of funds and continued discussion of the Bridging the Gap program which supports moving treatment center recovering alcoholics immediately into AA groups if they so desire. Funds are needed for literature, in particular literature in Spanish to provide info to those arrested for DUI on the AA program.  Linda, Carol, and Jeane all suggested funds could be taken from other committees if a committee had an excess of funds. John requested $500 for a mixture of Spanish and English literature. Antonio S., representing the Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists, primarily in the Spanish community, (and GSR of Sunshine Group) joined the discussion.  During the discussion Walt mentioned the fact that D41 is sometimes criticized for not participating more in NIA activities. Most members agreed that such criticism was not justified. John briefly discussed needs of the outpatient treatment facility at Elmhurst Hospital and a need to focus on the DUI program at Serenity House.  Bob M. also suggested Grapevine literature is available in Spanish and it was agreed John would provide Antonio $200 for literature to attract Spanish speaking members to AA.  Jeane reminded group she has added Spanish literature on the D41 website and agreed to work on a Spanish speaking link if she was provided information

.
WORKSHOP:  No report.
PUBLIC INFORMATION:  No report. 
SPECIAL NEEDS:  Linda B. reported she was invited to the NIA Spring Big Book Conference by Heather S. who is the NIA Special Needs Committee chair. Linda was invited to talk about the AA Volunteer Driver program she has started in the district. Linda reported she declined because the program isn’t running 100% as of yet and the list had last names which violated anonymity. At some point in the future, information will be shared with the NIA. Bob M. stated it was in the interest of every group to have a volunteer who can bring people to their meetings. During a discussion on other special needs Walt mentioned there is a phone number where visually handicapped can have the Serenity Prayer read to them. Other websites have information and service information for handicapped. Jeane commented that as electronic possibilities are opening up more services such as a reading out loud of The Big Book are available.
ARCHIVES:  No report.
LITERATURE:  Bob M. again reminded members that changes and/or updates to AA literature will be voted on soon and urged everyone to read our literature and make comments if so desired.
GRAPEVINE:  No report.
NEWSLETTER:  

CPC:  Jeane reports meeting updates and other updates continue and reported we have had over 750 “hits” on the website from the U.S.  Brief discussion continued on adding Spanish meetings and/or information. Jeane also mentioned a Bridging the Gap presentation was not placed on the D41 website yet because last names of volunteers were available which goes against our anonymity. This will be corrected and addressed in the future and the presentation will proceed. Carol reminded group to bring website address information to individual groups.
OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: Jeane commented on fact framework for district level positions are listed on the D41 website.  Bob M. suggested we could consider in the future “bidding” on hosting conferences, workshops, etc. re: NIA. Discussion held briefly regarding the time and responsibility required to host various activities.
If you are a District 41 member and have not attended a district meeting within the last six months, chances are your name will be removed from the mailing list. 

Minutes submitted by Mike O.

The next meeting will be held Sunday, January 16, 2011 …. 1:00 P.M.  

