
2022 Fall Assembly Minutes – Northern Illinois Area (NIA) 20  
Saturday, September 10, 2022 
Hybrid Meeting (In-person at Lord of Life Church in Elburn, IL and Online Audio / Video Meeting 
via Zoom)  
Zoom ID: 833 9799 7638 
Passcode: Freedom  

 

Meeting Opening  
NIA 20 Area Chair, Rob M., called the meeting to order at 9:00am. The group participated in a quiet time 
followed by the Serenity Prayer. The Area Chair welcomed attendees and meeting announcements were 
made. Agenda order has changed. Robert S., Big Book Conference Co-Chair, passed out additional flyers 
for the Conference. 
 
Fall Assembly Attendance Figures: 
 
33 In Person 
13 On Zoom 
46 TOTAL ATTENDEES 
 
VOTING MEMBERS 
5 GSRs 
34 Area Committee Members 
39 TOTAL VOTING MEMBERS 
 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
5 Group Members 
2 District Servants 
7 TOTAL NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
 
First Time Attendees: 
Jan S. – CPC Chair, District 41 
Trevor H. – GSR, District 61 
Jim R. - GSR/Alt DCM, District 73 
Chris J. – GSR, Wednesday Night Serenity Group, District 41, Lombard, IL 
Kathy S. – GSR, Brown Baggers Group, District 43 
Chris S. – DCM, District 41 
Mike B. – GSR, Sunrise Sobriety Group, District 23 
Raj P. – GSR, Monday Night Big Book, District 21 
Dan P. – GSR, Living in the Solution Open Candlelight Meeting, Woodstock, IL, District 11 
 
Anniversaries since June 11th Summer Assembly: 
Raj P. – 1 year, August 23rd 
Kate D. – 16 years, July 8th 
Ed M. – 34 years, August 23rd 
Stephanie – 3 years, July 3rd 
Laura B. – 18 years, August 16th  
Chris – 5 years, June 10th 
Jake – 2 years, August 15th  
Darlene – 6 years, August 12th 
Brett O. – 11 years, August 28th 



Natalie G. – 10 years, July 28th  
 
Approval of 2022 Summer Assembly Meeting Minutes  
Kelly reported that she was unable to open with hyperlinks and requested report be updated without 
hyperlinks and insert actual data into report; Kate will do so and send out revised minutes. Chris E., Area 
Registrar, reported attendance numbers for the Summer Assembly; Kate will update the minutes and 
send out. Cheryl asked that the reason for absence be changed so as not to appear punitive; Kate will 
update minutes and send out. Robert S. made the motion to approve the June 11, 2022 Summer Assembly 
minutes with changes brought forward and a member seconded the motion. The revised minutes were 
approved unanimously. 
 

Meeting Business 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Allen J.  

 
▪ Treasurer’s Report:   

▪  



▪  
▪  
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Officer Reports: 



▪ Delegate – Chris D.: (please refer to Chris D.’s September 9th email message attachment for links 
to additional information) 
 



▪  



▪  



▪  



▪  



▪  
▪ A member asked which section of the General Service Conference Report we would refer a 

new member to; Chris recommended the Conference Advisory Actions.  
▪ A member asked about differences between the Literature reports from the GSO versus the 

Literature reports from Trustees; Chris offered to explain it to the member offline. 
▪ A member commented that the Meeting Guide upgrade was not included in Chris’s 

comments; the upgrade should occur in several days. 
▪ A member reported that, due to a DUI conviction in Canada, he is not able to attend the 

International Conference in 2025 in Vancouver BC, unless they meet several criteria to be 
admitted across the Canadian border. Chris responded that the GSO is aware of those 



restrictions and GSO is doing everything in their power to advise those convicted so that 
they are able to attend by meeting the appropriate criteria. 

▪ A member asked about the number following the Budget; Chris replied that the number 
represents the version of that document. 

▪ A member asked about access to reports that cannot be posted on the Area website; Chris 
would be happy to send the links to individual members upon request. 

▪ A member asked if the two upcoming Regional Forums will have portions of their meetings 
available virtually; Chris stated he is not aware of the meetings being offered virtually. 

 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS – For Secretaries, Registrars, Treasurers, DCMs, Accessibilities, Answering 
Service, Archives, Literature, Grapevine, CPC, Public Information, Web, Corrections, Treatment, 
Bringing the Gap, and GSRs. We will reconvene at 11:25am. I will close the rooms at 
approximately 11:10am. Those online will be able to choose a breakout room. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Open Elected Positions: 

▪ Answering Service Chair and Alternate – Cheryl V. would like to stand as “interim” chair, who 
would like to lead the conversations through the Districts and answer emails to the Area’s 
Answering Service Chair. In Cheryl’s opinion, the Answering Service is the most important role in 
reaching out to the still suffering alcoholic. Cheryl is currently serving on the Conference Advisory 
Committee and is the Document Service Custodian, neither of which carry a lot of work. Rich and 
Kelly mentioned that we should leave the position open, but allow Cheryl to do the committee 
work needed, without the title, as no one will express interest in the AS Chair or Alternate if 
there’s someone else already doing the work. Ray mentioned that he has been serving as “interim” 
Archives Chair; the work needs to get done and he’s deeply concerned about the number of 
positions open. Dan expressed interest in standing for Answering Service Chair. “I’m more than 
willing to do the work.” Dan was approved with no opposition. No one expressed interest in the 
Alternate role. 

▪ Accessibilities Chair - Susan stepped down as Accessibilities Chair to be the Concepts Chair. Mike, 
who is currently serving as Alternate Accessibilities Chair, does not want to take on the 
Accessibilities Chair role. 

▪ Archives Chair and Alternate – No one expressed interest  
▪ Bridge the Gap Alternate – No one expressed interest 
▪ CPC Chair and Alternate – Jan expressed interest in serving as CPC Chair. She currently serves as 

her District’s CPC Chair, has sponsored quite a few women, 1/28/1989 is her sobriety date, 
workshops with my group, greeter, coffee, and I just retired. She will step down as her District’s 
CPC Chair role if she is elected. Jan was approved with no opposition. No one expressed interest in 
the Alternate role. 

▪ Grapevine Chair and Alternate – No one expressed interest 
▪ Literature Alternate – No one expressed interest 
▪ Treatment Alternate – No one expressed interest 

If interested in serving in any of these open roles, please attend the Winter Area Assembly in Crystal Lake 
on December 10th. 
 
District 21 will host October’s Fall Committee Meeting at Lord of Life Church in Elburn. 
 
Conference reports: 

• 2023 Big Book Conference – Brett O. stated that District 61 would like to formally submit a bid 
to host the Conference on Saturday, November 4, 2023 at Lord of Life Church. Theme is not yet 



decided. A draft budget is being developed. Expects a $15-20 registration fee. If we are approved, 
we will put a committee together. This was approved by the body with no opposition. 

• 2024 Spring Assembly and Conference – Please talk with your Districts so we can ideally have a 
formal bid ready to go at the Winter Assembly in December. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• New Concepts Editor – Susan has accepted this appointed role; sobriety date is 11/16/2011, 
started in service at 6 months with Grapevine at the District level; I’ve been Grapevine Area Chair, 
District and Area CPC Chair, and Accessibilities Chair for a partial year. I already have 2 
newsletters of my own through my profession. I enjoy writing and will be reaching out to 
everyone for articles. If anyone may be interested in a co-editor role, I’m game for that. 

 
• Motions: 

 
o Sid B., DCM-D11 and Area Finance Committee Chair, brought forward a motion to 

fully fund our Delegates to all General Service Conferences: 

o  



o  



o  
o Motion to fully fund our Delegates to all General Service Conferences passed with no 

opposition (33 voting members in-person and 13 online voting members approved 
the motion). 

 
o Chris E., Area Registrar, brought forward a motion to amend the duties and 

responsibilities of the Area Registrar and to create duties and responsibilities for the 
Area Alternate Registrar: 

 



o  
 



o  
 



o  
 



o  
 

o Motion to amend the duties and responsibilities of the Area Registrar and to create 
duties and responsibilities for the Area Alternate Registrar passed with no 
opposition (31 voting members in-person and 13 online voting members approved 
the motion). Two-thirds majority was required to pass the motion. 

 

o Chris E., Area Registrar, brought forward a Motion to make the Area Alternate 
Registrar a voting member of the Area Assembly in their own right: 

 



o  
 

o Motion to make the Area Alternate Registrar a voting member of the Area Assembly 
in their own right passed with no opposition (36 voting members in-person and 11 
voting members online approved the motion). Two-thirds majority was required to 
pass the motion. 



o  
Conference Reports (continued from earlier) 

• 2022 East Central Regional and Illinois State Conference: (no report submitted; Charles will 
submit preliminary report to DCMs) 

• Charles reported that Michael was not able attend today’s Area Assembly.  
• 472 people registered for the conference 
• 238 attended the banquet 
• 124 bought box lunches 
• 128 paid for the ice cream social 
• Cathy C., East Central Regional Trustee attended and kicked off the conference 
• Sandra W., Director of Staff Services from GSO spoke on Sunday morning 
• Conference went well overall; many volunteers made it happen 
• Problem with the financials that we are investigating (ie, overcharging by hotel) 

 
• 2022 Big Book Conference: 

 

•  
 

• Please get flyers from Robert. 



 
 

• 2023 Spring Conference: 
• Dave gave this update 
• Plenty of flyers available on the table 
• Website is up and running 
• Volunteers needed 
• Online registration is not working yet; need Webmaster 
• Speakers are selected 
• Banquet is $52; vegetarian options available 
• Hospitality room will be available 24 hours 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
 
Archives: Ray M. (Past Delegate) 
There is no Archives Chair, but I continue to work on Archives 
Continue to collect Archives material 
Thank you to Rob and Cheryl for bringing material to State Conference while I was in Florida for 
an extended time! 
Districts, please contact me if you have documents and you’re not sure what to do with them. 
I enjoy Archives and am happy to continue doing it! 
 
Conference Advisory Committee: Dawn B. 
We met before our DCM workshop to talk about encouraging DCMs to chair conferences. We will 
continue to work on the upcoming Spring Conference and we’re happy to have hosts for the 2023 
Big Book Conference. 
 
Electronic Equipment: Joey B. 
We are looking at purchasing translation equipment, including 10 transmitters, which will be used 
for upcoming events, including Spring Conference, for English to Spanish translation. They will 
also be used for the upcoming Corrections Conference in November. We currently only have 9 or 
10 working headsets now. It looks like a $1,400.00 purchase and I will submit the expenses to 
Allen. We also need batteries. 
 
Finance Committee: Sid B., Finance Committee Chair and D11 DCM 
The Committee has met 3 times since the Summer Assembly. We discussed and finalized today’s 
motion; thank you for passing it today. We also met to make recommendations to send money to 
the General Service Board. We were thinking of a $2,000.00 contribution. But since we learned we 
are in the red because of the East Central Regional Conference, we will no longer recommend 
sending money to the GSB.  We also reviewed the PPR; there is quite a bit of unspent money in the 
2022 budget. Be ready to make recommendations for the 2023 budget. Please submit your 
expense reports to the treasurer as soon as possible. Kudos to the Committee members for 
meeting so frequently this summer. We may have a different financial recommendation to the GSB 
once the Winter Assembly rolls around.  
 
Service Manual Custodian: Cheryl V., Panel 64 Past Delegate and Service Manual Custodian 
If Chris E. sends me the clean Word document for the Motion for the Registrar and Alternate, I can 
get that and the motion for the vote in the Service Manual. Formatting is a challenge, it should take 
about 2 hours. If we get this to Report and Charter, we can vote on this at the Winter Assembly. 
 



Technology Committee: Rob M. 
We met this morning, but Earl and another member were not able to be here. We’re planning 
some decisions by the first of the year so stay tuned. 
 

▪ OFFICER REPORTS: 
▪ Alternate Delegate: Erik L. 
▪ Have been participating in monthly Alternate Delegate meetings focusing on the six warranties 

and the nuances of general service. We have a great DCM breakout session today. Chris E. 
mentioned that, going back to notes from 2002, meeting minutes should be sent to GSRs, in 
addition to the folks that currently receive them. We also discussed GSRs attendance at 
assemblies. These are key events for GSRs to attend, 4 times each year. Do they know of this 
expectation/responsibility? We recommended that each District put aside 10 minutes at each of 
their District Meetings to discuss the role of the GSR; Dawn and I would be happy to attend as well. 
Communication is key; we need the agenda and minutes be sent out on time to prepare the GSRs 
well for the assemblies. 

▪  
▪ Area Chair – Rob M.:  
▪ Appointed Susan H. as new Concepts editor.  
▪ Thanked Dawn for the work she did in the workshop on how to host events in NIA which helped in 

garnering the bid for the 2023 Big Book Conference. 
▪ Attended Illinois State Conference, an amazing event. 
▪ Participated in Finance Committee and Technology Committee meetings. 



▪ Expenses for the last quarter were $312.20, primarily for copying, mileage, State Conference 
Registration and dinner. 

▪ I was asked to join the Illinois State Policy Committee. 
▪ I got married on Sunday. 
▪ I apologize for the agenda being late for today’s meetng. 

 
▪ Alternate Area Chair – Dawn B.:  

▪  
 

▪ Registrar – Chris E.:   
 



▪  



 

▪  
 

▪ Alternate Registrar – Christy B.:  
 

▪ Nothing to report. I’ve been helping Chris where I can. 
 

▪ We will have Archives and literature sales at the Big Book Conference. 
 

▪ Secretary – Kate D.:  
▪ Changes being made to Summer Assembly minutes as discussed this morning; will send out when 

complete. 
▪ Attended the first night of the Illinois State Conference. 
▪ Participated in the Secretary/Registrar monthly Zoom meetings in July, August and September. 
▪  
▪ Alternate Secretary – Sue M.:  

Continue to update the GSR District meeting list; have sent an email to all DCMs to clarify info. 
Attended DCM workshop hosted by Dawn 
Attended the Illinois State Conference. 
Expenses of $701.22 includes name tags, lanyards, mileage and attendance at the State 
Conference. 

 
 

SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
▪ Accessibilities – Per Susan, their breakout session was with the Answering Service and 

Accessibilities; Mike will manage Accessibilities issues in the future. Discussed parking situations 
and the various services used area-wide for Answering Service. 

▪ Answering Service – Per Dan, he will gather information from the Districts. 
▪ Archives – OPEN 
▪ Bridging the Gap – Karen may be moving to Arizona. No report. 



▪ Concepts – Robert is the outgoing Concepts editor. Fall issue is out and will be on the website. If 
you want it sent to your email, give me or Susan your email address. If you want a hard copy, let us 
know. 

▪ Corrections – Phil reported that the 6th Annual Corrections Conference will be held November 11-
13, 2022 in Schaumburg. People from Canada and the U.S. will be attending. Our state prisons are 
still shut down; Joliet Treatment Center is open. County jails are doing great; I’m sponsoring 3 
guys at the DuPage County Jail. It’s a pleasure to work with their people, I can’t say enough about 
it. I learned that Gateway has a contract to go into jails, but they are not bringing in AA meetings. 
When people are being released from jail or prison, there’s a hole in the process. We need to do a 
better job at connecting them with healthy AAs on the outside. 

▪ Literature – Scott T.’s mother passed away; please keep him in your prayers. 
▪ Public Information – Lisa S. reported that their group had a good committee meeting; thanked 

Jan, Stephanie and Chris for being there today; discussed events happening locally. Discussed rap 
cards with websites and space for phone numbers to give to newcomers, combined meetings 
between districts. D43 is targeting faith community and will be targeting medical community. 
Talked about workshops in Galesburg and offerings being made available in Western Illinois. Ed 
M. will handle visiting groups in western Illinois and Lisa will be visiting groups in eastern Illinois; 
they should have this completed by February. 

 
OPEN MIKE:  

• Georgene mentioned that District 11 will be hosting the NIA Winter Assembly on 
December 10th at Church of Holy Apostles on Bull Valley Road; we still need volunteers 

• Dawn said that she will be chairing the Corrections Conference; there are flyers 
available; Phil will be speaking on Friday night. 

 
Meeting closed with The Responsibility Statement. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kate D., Area 20 Secretary 


