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On August 1 we had a corrections workshop that kind of took on a much bigger life than we had initially 
thought. As we started to get responses it became apparent that we were going to need a “bigger boat”.
And I just want to thank the Area for the use of this room and in particular Carmela for making it possible
to accommodate all 145 participants.

So, the workshop was focused on how we as corrections volunteers are continuing to carry the message inside 
while not being allowed to go inside. A lot of great ideas were shared from around the country. What proved 
to be most exciting (at least for me) was the participation of facilitators within the jails and prisons who 
joined us. 

And I think as a direct result of those gentleman joining us we are about to implement webex meetings out 
at Sheridan prison on Saturday mornings. Our initial thinking is to make these meetings speaker meetings. 
What Bill K and I spoke about briefly this morning is the fact that this format will allow us to bring in
speakers from anywhere around the country. And as a result of this workshop we met some folks who had 
been incarcerated and got involved with AA on the inside. It‘s our hope that these types of speakers will
resonate with the guys out at Sheridan and provide tangible evidence that they can in fact walk down a
different street upon their release.

The other thing which was shared that was very impactful was we need to try to utilize whatever technology 
any given facility may have in place. This makes things a lot easier for the jails and prisons. The less we try to 
make them conform to what is comfortable for us like Zoom VS Webex or whatever they may have the better.
We are currently trying to do this within Kane County.

Speaking of Kane County we began to go back inside on August 10. After our second meeting we were once 
again locked out as the result of a case of Covid cropping up in the jail. So, we have been not been able to get 
inside since that time. Volunteers are still going in to DuPage County jail.  However, there is a need for new 
volunteers since some have opted out due to Covid. Anyone interested should fill out a form online at
justofdupage.org or contact Dennis Leonard at dleonardconstruction@gmail.com. I’m not sure about other 
counties.

Lastly one way we can continue to help members who are incarcerated is via the Pen Pal initiative. This has 
actually taken on some traction. I know of at least 5 people who have signed up and are working with folks 
in various prisons around the country. If anyone is interested in participating please visit the Area website 
and go to the Corrections section and you will find the form there or you can send me your email in the chat 
window and I’ll be glad to provide you with the information on how to get involved with this.

I will post the contact information I mentioned in the chat column and that’s about it from me.
Thank you for letting me be of service.

Respectively submitted, Scott McBain 


