
IN THIS ISSUE
2 Delegate’s Corner
3 From the Chair
4 Bridging the Gap
5 Event Flyers

-2024 Spring Conference and Assembly
-Tri-County Spring Conference
-Fox Valley Open
-2024 Illinois State Conference

9 AA International Convention
10 Grapevine Digital Access

CONCEPTS
NORTHERN ILLINOIS AREA LTD AREA 20 SERVICE LETTER

SPRING 2024 VOL. XLVIII  NO.1



Greetings Area 20! -  
It is certainly an honor to be serving as your Panel 74 delegate for the next 2 years.  I am both grateful and 
humbled for this opportunity to serve our area.   I’m also very appreciative to Chris D., our past delegate for 
his help and willingness to answer a bunch of my questions.  I am also very pleased to work with Lisa S., 
our Alternate Delegate, as I know her enthusiastic AA spirit will definitely help me in doing the best job I can.   

As spring is just around the corner, so is the 74th Annual General Service Conference.   We use the term 
“panel” a lot in general service to indicate the time period for the particular service rotation.  So, as your 
Panel 74 Delegate, I’ll be serving at both the 74th and 75th General Service Conference.  After my term is 
up, we’ll be electing a Panel 76 delegate as Area 20 (Northern Illinois) elects its Area positions in even 
years.  Other Areas, like the other 2 in Illinois, Area 19 (Chicago) and Area 21 (Southern Illinois), have their 
elections in odd years.  So, at the General Service Conference in New York in April, there will be a mix of 
first year and second year delegates from across the US and Canada – 93 in total.

RECENT CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE

Last weekend (Feb 9-11) at the Conference of Delegates Past & Present, I had the opportunity to visit with 
a few of the past delegates from Illinois and our neighboring states along with the other 13 delegates from 
the other areas in our East Central Region.   At this event, held in Muncie, Indiana, the new delegates 
including myself, participated in a mock conference and met with our Regional Trustee and GSO staff to 
ask questions and to prepare ourselves for the week-long General Service Conference in New York in April.  
I left the weekend conference feeling better prepared and encouraged by our past delegates.

UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS

I recently sent out the list of the 83 individual items that will comprise most of the upcoming agenda at the 
General Service Conference.  (At the time of writing this article, I have not yet received the background 
material on these items, although that will be sent out as soon as I receive it.)  Across the US and Canada, 
our entire AA fellowship will have the opportunity discuss and give input on these agenda items between 
now and April 14.  Each Area has their own process to coordinate this effort.  In Area 20, much of the 
fellowship’s input has historically been given and received at our Pre-General Service Conference 
Workshop.  Over the last 4 years, our Area has also held a series of individual Zoom meetings a week or 
two prior to the Pre-GSC Workshop to allow for additional discussion on each section of the Agenda.  Last 
year, for example, we had 11 additional meetings, totaling 21.5 hours, prior to our full day Pre-GSC 
workshop.    While the use of these zoom meetings started in 2020 as the result of the pandemic, they 
seem to offer an efficient way to review these materials and I expect we may continue with this format this 
year as well.  Lisa S. will be sending out a schedule for these meetings along with details of our Pre-GSC 
Workshop which is scheduled for March 23.

FUTURE THOUGHTS

Through the entire process, it will be my goal to hear from as many of our members as possible and 
understand the Area’s thoughts, and experience on the items to be discussed at the General Service 
Conference.   I would encourage all our area’s groups, districts, etc. to pay particular attention to those 
items of interest to them and share their perspective.   As reflected in our 4th Concept, the more participation 
we have, the more unified our fellowship becomes.

Lastly, I’d like to say to please reach out at any time if I can be of help or if there is something you’d like to 
share.  I’ll do my best to be accessible and to remain teachable.

Love in service,

Erik L.
Delegate - Area 20 - Northern Illinois, Panel 74
DelegateA20NoIlP74@gmail.com
630-809-7789
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My aim for the next two years is to inform and educate, 
especially at the district level. We have many wonderful 
people who are trying to do the best job they can, but 
aren’t always informed of what that job actually is. I’ll be 
trying to get to as many districts as I can, as many times 
as I can, to help fill in the blanks and to see how we can 
better serve them. Our Alternate Delegate Lisa will 
schedule workshops to also assist in the process. 

Our new Technology Committee is working hard to move 
us along technologically, in every way that NIA needs it. 
There are many moving parts to this, from emails to the 
web to the proper equipment to both run NIA and for our 
Area Committee Chairs to do breakouts at Assemblies. 
We hope to move forward as quickly as possible into 
more seamless technology methods.

We also are having an Area Inventory this year, again 
aimed at “what don’t you know about your job, and how 
can we help you with the information you need to be 
successful?”. The committee has met once, and I’m sure 
they will be meeting frequently. I’m hoping to have 
results by the end of 2024, so that any changes that are 
possible can begin to be implemented in the second year 
of the rotation.

Please ask me to come to your District meeting, I’ll be 
happy to schedule that for you. Please email me for any 
information you might need at chair@aa-nia.org.

See you at Spring Conference!

In Service,

Dawn Brandeis

NIA 20 Panel 74 Chair

Hello NIA! 

Thank you for 
allowing me the 
opportunity to 

chair Area 20. Is 
certainly been 

fun and busy so 
far!

From the Chair…

-Dawn B.
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BRIDGING 

THE GAP

NIA Spring Conference 

Panel Presentation 

Saturday 3/2/24
Jim T. NIA 20 BTG Chair

If you are not familiar with the way the NIA 
holds its Spring Assembly and the NIA Spring 
Conference together on the same weekend, 
here is some info you can use.

Because the NIA Spring Assembly is held on 
Saturday March 2, 2024 during the NIA Spring 
Conference, the Assembly schedule is 
shortened and the normal breakout periods 
for the Service Committees to meet and share 
information is condensed.  If you attend the 
Assembly Saturday morning, please come to 
the combined Treatment/Corrections/BTG 
breakout session during the lunch period of 
the Assembly.  

If you are registered for the Spring 
Conference you will be able to attend all of 
the Conference Panel presentations available, 
including the BTG Panel presentation on 
Saturday afternoon (exact time and room 
location TBD). 

This BTG Panel will be of special benefit to 
those of you who are volunteers on the BTG, 
Answering Service, Treatment, and 
Corrections Committees. You will get valuable 
information on how you can enhance your 
12th Step efforts to carry AA’s message to 
people in a facility, and how to better help 
them when they are released.   

Many changes to BTG have been made this 
past year so if you want more info on how you 
can help carry AA’s message of Hope and 
Recovery, please plan to attend the NIA Spring 
Conference!











For more 
information about 
the 2025 A.A. 
International 
Convention:

A.A. International Convention
 90 Years - Language of the Heart

July 3 - 6, 2025
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Save the Date for the 2025 International 
Convention in Vancouver, B.C.!

Taking place once every five years, the A.A. International 
Convention marks the anniversary of Bill W.’s first meeting with 
Dr. Bob and the birth of Alcoholics Anonymous in 1935. A.A. 
members and their families and friends from around the globe 
attend the event. At the International Convention people attend 
meetings, workshops, dances and events. A highlight is the 
traditional flag ceremony to celebrate sobriety worldwide.
Vancouver will welcome A.A. members from around the world for 
the 2025 International Convention. This will mark the 90th 
anniversary of the beginning of our Fellowship’s founding. The 
International Convention will take place from July 3 – 6, 2025, at 
the Vancouver Convention Centre and BC Place Stadium.
As the Convention approaches, they (AAWS) will update the 
website with registration information. Let’s celebrate sobriety 
together in Vancouver in 2025!

Visit the AA World Services website for more details: 
https://www.aa.org/international-convention or 

https://www.aa.org/international-convention


With a Digital subscription, you’ll be able to read the new 
magazine each month, explore the Grapevine archive, send 

stories to friends, listen to the audio of each article in the 
magazine, listen to the podcast, enter your own sobriety date for 

a daily calculation, build your own spiritual maintenance daily 
checklist, and much more.

Subscribe to the digital magazine and archive for $2.99 per 
month, or $29.99 per year.


